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Observations on the Flora of Western
Central Illinois.

The interest taken in the study of Botany and
other departments of Natural Science, by many
persons at this present time, and "especially by
the Natural History Society of Illinois, will be
a sufficient apology for my undertaking to make
a few observations on the native vegetation of the
Western Central portion of this State. My obser-
vations will be almost entirely restricted to the
counties of Hancock, Adams, Schuyler, MoDon-
ough, Fulton, Mason and Cass. The soil and
character of this district assumes various forms;
of course its native productions are essentially
different.

The prominent and more important natural di-
vision of this diversified tract is into prairie and
timbered portions. Each of these regions is
again distributed into wet and dry. The wet
portion along rivers and large creeks form bot-
toms, more or less overflowed at different times,
of large or smaller extent.

Between the Illinois and Mississippi rivers this
midland portion is mostly of a ciayey loam.
Small tracts, however, are occasionally met with,
composed almost entirely of sand, in which is
found a vegetation distinct and peculiar to itself.
Perhaps these sandy regions are the most attrac-
tive, inviting and interesting to the Botanist, be-
cause here many strange and rare plants are to
be noticed.

Over the wild and uncultivated prairies we may
easily observe that the Vernal and Autumnal
Flora are of a different hue, as well as of another
sett of different species, though not very numer-
ous, yet each kind abounding in great profusion.

In Spring the prevailing colors are light pink
or purple, and as the season advances towards
summer the colors are of a deeper red or dark
purple, but in Autumn the yellow colors predom-
inate and abound.

On the cultivated prairies this profusion of
their peculiar species is disturbed or destroyed.
Plants that were formerly abundant have almost
disappeared, so that now only a few scattering
specimens can be found, if found at all. Some
species of plants met with in abundance on prai-
ries, are seldom if ever found in the adjoining
timbered land, and so on the contrary  ̂ others
growing abundant in the timbered tracts are not
seen on the prairies, the soil in each tract being
of a different and peculiar character, is not con-
genial or suitable to the growth of some particu-
lar species. I may nere remark that the Ferns
are exclusively confined to the timbered region.

A few plants are quite local in some ot these
different situations, though they may be abund-
ant in that particular place. Some are confined
to the high rolling prairie, to the hills in the tim-
ber regions, to the sandy barrens which exist in
some parts east of the Illinois river, and also ad-
jacent to the Mississippi river or its overflowed
bottoms, especially west of it in Missouri. In all
these sandy regions some of the same species of
plants are found, a few only being peculiar to
each place.

My purpose at present is only to give an ac-
count of the rarer plants discovered in these dif-
ferent situations, in order to facilitate the study
of plants growing in this district, and to give

Botanists in their explorations, the information
so desirable to possess when anxious to collect
particular species. I do not expect, however, I
shall be able to name fully and completely every
rare plant within this midland district, over
which I have travelled so muoh ; yet it is proba-
ble no new undeseribed species will be detected.

Those species of plants most interesting, and
found only in similar situations, are the follow-
ing. I begin wiih the large rivers, naming first
those growing along their banks and overflowed
bottoms:

Nelitmbium luteum, Wllld.; Brasenia peltata, Ph.; Nym-phwa ouorata, Alt.; Nuphar advena, Alt.; Corydalis aurea,Willd ; Nasturtium sinuatim, N.; Nasturtium obtusuu, N.;Iodunthus hospeuoidea, T. & 0.; Arabia Imdoviciana Msyer;
Erysimum chelrantboides, L.; Sisymbrium oanescen*, N.;Gymindropiiis pentaphylla, Da; Hibiscus milltari*, Cav. ;Vitis indivisa, Willd; jEnculas glabra, Willd; Neguudo ace-roidon, Moench ; Gynmocltidus canadensis, Laui.; Gledit-
schia triacamhns, L.; Spermncoce glabra, Six. ; Xaiithiumechinatuiu, Murr. ; Eclipta procumbens, Mx. ; Diospj rmvtrguiiana, L.; Iponiea lacuuoaa, h. ; Auisonia tabernamiou-tana, Walt. ; Montelia tainariscina, Gray.; Benzoin odurife-rum, Nees.; Carya olivteformis, N.; ValllEneria spiralis, L ;
Calopogoii pulchelhi8. lt. Br. ; Cyperus flaTesceos, L.; Cype-rus mllexua, L.; Uemicarpua subsquarroea, Noes.; Phalaris
arundiuacea, L.; Equisetum robustuui, Brown.

Next I will mention those growing on the hills
or dry ground within a short distance of these
large rivers.
Clematis Pltcherl, T. ft G. (Warsaw) ; Clematis vlorna, I/.;Delphineum agureum, Mx.; Draba caroliniana, Walt. ; Pola-nisia giaveolena, Raf. ; Geranium curolinlanum.L.; Psoraleaousbrychis, N.(Warsaw) ; Lathyrus palustris, L.; Lathyrus
venosus, Mx.; Cuphea viscoslssiraa, Jacci .; Cornus florida, L.
(Frederic) ; Symphoricarpus vulgaris, Mx.; Plantago virgin!-
ana, L.; Nupatorium eerotinum, Mx. ; MonardaBradburiana,Bk. (Frederic); Hordeum puulllum, N.; Cenchrus tribu-
loides, I/. ; Cavex tentffiulata, Willd. (Warsaw), In a ravine be.
tweeu the hills.

I will now proceed to enumerate some of those
rare and interesting species found along the large
creeks and their branches. Here we may see
some of the same plants whioh grow in greater
abundance along the large rivers. I commence
first with those growing on their occasionally
overflowed bottoms.

Asimina triloba, Durrel; Nasturtium lecustre, Gray; Den-taria laciniata, Muhl; Arabia dentata, T. ft G.; Viola striata,Ait. ; Sllene nivea, D. 0.; Trifulium stolonlferura, Mubl ;Spirea salicifolla, L.; HypobrychiaNuttaUii,T.4G.; Sioyosaugulat.i, L.; Kchinocystis lobata, T. &G.; Heracleum lnna-tam. Mx. ; Erigenla bulboaa, N.; Polymnia canadensis, L.;Silphium perfoliatum, L.; Kudbeckla triloba, L.; Cacallasuave olens. L.; Cacalla reniformis, Muhl; Tecoma radicans,Tuss. ; CoWnsia verna, N.j Mertensia virginica, D. 0.;Ipomea panduratus, Meyer ; Dlamhera Americana, !,.; Dip-teracanthua steepens, Sees.; Ltppia lanceolata, Mx. ; Bn-slenia albida, N.; Fraxinns quadrangulata, Mx.; Itumexverticlllatus, L.; Carya sulcata, N.; Betula nigra, L.; Acomscalamus, L.; Poctederia cordate, L.; Carex eras corvl, Shut-leo; Carex stlpata, Muhl; Carex vulplua, L.; Carex arida,loir.; Carex spurtii, Dew.; Tricnspls seslerioides, Torri;Diarrhena americana, Bean.; Equisetum levigatum. Braun-
Btruthlopterls germanlca, L. '

On the dry banks, on the hills, and in t>~Mts
near these creeks we find the follow5"? species :

Hypericum prollflcum, L.; Napea.f*}' L' ffnlbm Co.);
Amorpha fruticosa, L.; Spina or-™0, ' *M Ohasrophyllum
procumbens. Lam.; Cornu" ̂ ™«*> I*! Corona aaperiibUa.
Mx.; Hellantbus dorooH!,fM> Lsm-> O80*1'*atripllclfolia, L.;
Myosotis verna, Nv V"™" cutanea, Willd; Veratrum
Woodli, llobbU>-« <3«*x tongtroturti, Torr.; Trlpsaoum
dactyloides. »•

A simple enumeration will be sufficient of the
pative productions of the timbered land, which
does not properly fall within the preceding di-,
visions. First, on the timbered land we find

Anemone Pennsylvania; Isopyrum biternatum, "f S''
Bnonymns atropurpureus, Jacq.j Geum vernum,n, ".?,•'
Samolns Talerandi, L.j Penstemon digitalis, v 'J,

1!e?P,to
hirsute, Benth.; Scutellaria nervosa, Ph.; tt«WW{«im
vlrgiulcum, I>. f Bydrophyllum appeudic»?ym' Mx->
BUIsia amblgua, N.; Polemonlum reptans, L. j; °i «onml-
nata, Ph. ; Trillium recumtum, Bk.; BciUr?'̂ >G™ys
Krythroniumalbidum.N.; Carex ¦tendali< n̂oUl > Uniola
latlfblla, Mx. . <

Next, in the dry timbered  ̂
lmn>ediately

adjoining the prairie, we find
Delphinium trlcory, Mx.; sTm^VT^ Ŝi A.,fcf

Olajtonla virginica,!̂ ; Oxalto St&A •.B^u« £??"&>
A«f; Hhamnuslanoeolatus, Pfe. «l„SB^

rW"'uN-'Amorpha canescens, N.; A«ra/^"»*"rt%t.j Tephro-
sla vhVniaaa, Per.. i Desmodf ̂ I™"?"'̂ ;,* ?•' 5*P-itfirS. Lb ̂  wP-MS i\x
scariouL Willd ; Kuhniav**0™ 'L,> KuPa'<»him sessll.

ifolinm, L.; Bupatorium altlsslmum, t.; Mor tnrblnenna T4 G.; AsterShortii, Boot.; Aster ciraeuaXJ?™T."I1™' tlongifolius, N.; Silphium integrifbllum. Mx> S*L„ I îpure,, itooeh; Acilnomerls s?uarr«a, »T^SST Cttantholdes, N.; Kudbeckla triloba, l.; WtoTSS'odiT. & G.; Dodecatheon media, LT; Seymerla KjSff%P.Isanthus cerruleus, Mx.; Pycnauthemum pCm JN • Blelphila cillata, Raf ; Scutellaria versicolor, ftJyUox; aivari-caw,, L.: Calysf gla spithntea, Ph.; Sabbatia aiStai W, "
Gentana quinqueflora,Ura.: Gentlana robriorfia ĉliwein'Geiitlaoa alba, Muhl; Kumex aWmlmafc Wr»d^pVrltarlapennay vanlca, Muhl; Orohis sPectabllU,l."AplJSlS*male, N. rare); Microstylis opliioglossoldos, N.; Litaria 11111-fol a, KichardtCypripedlunispeotabile, Swart!;; OypVdtompubescen;., W.Ild ; Mellra mu.ica, Walt. ; FestucaCeUaiWilld.; Danthonia spicnta. Beane; Nabalusaaper, T.i°Q.

I now come to the prairies, the wild naural
meadows, about the formation of which so nuch
curious speculation has been entertained. Bere
we find some peculiar plants. I begin with the
wet prairie.

Myosum minimus, L.; Viola dolphlnlfolia, N.; Phaaeolmpaiiciflorus, Bentli.; Ammaiila hunillis, Mx. ; Ammania latl-folia, h.: Ltidwlgia poljcarpa, 8. ft P.; Archemora rlglda,D.C; Vcrnunica fnsclculata, Mx.; SOIMHRO Rlddollil, Frank,(Henderson Co ,): Liatrls pyenostachiya, Mx.; Boltonia glas-tifolia. Her,; Kudbeckla subtomentosa, Ph.; Silphium toro-binacethum, 1,.; Ileleniftni autunitiule. L.; Cacalla tuberota,N.; Cynthia virgiuiea, Dorr.; Centucnlns minimus, h.; llur-pestis rotundifolia, Mx.; Phlox niaculata, L.; Asoleplas sulli-vantil . Kryelin; Acerates longifoiia, Ell; Cyprlpedium can-dldum, Muhl ; Melanthlum virglnlcnm, L.; Stenanthiumangustifoliuiu, Gray, (Pike Co.) Cyperus acuminata, Torr.;fc leocharls oompressa, Sulllv.; Scirpus debills, Ph.; Solrpusatrovirene, Muhl.; Sclrpu9 llneiitus, Mx.; Flmbrystylls spa-dlcea, Vahl.; Sclerla trlglomerata, Mx. ; Carex Buxbaumtl,Wahl. ; Carex monile, Tuck; OalamagrostU oanadenati.Beano; Ilordeumjubatum, L.
On the dry and rolling prairies, among others,

we find the following species of plants :
Anemone cj lindrlca, Gray; Viola pedala. L.; Llnnm Bootil,Planchon ; Polygala iDCarnata, 1.; Oxalis vlolacea, L.; Peta-lostemon violnoeum, Mx.; Petalottemon candldum, Mx.*,Baptisia leucophoea, N.; Potentilla arguta, Ph.; Oenotherarrutinosa, L.; Gaura biennios, t.; Mentielia ollgosperma, N,(Pike Co.) ileuchora hlsplda, Ph. : Bryngium yuoaifoUttm,Mx. ; Solldago mlssuoriensls, N.; Silphlurm laclniatnm, L.;Aster ievta, 1. i Aster aioreus, Lind.; Aster seroceus, Vent ;Helianthasrigidtu, Deaf.; Hellantbus grouoserratw, Ma»tlu.j Heliapthua mollis, Lam.; Parthenlum iutegrifollnni,L.; Echinacea angustlfolla, D. 0.; Kudbeckla hlrta, L.; Le-pachya pinnata, T.AG.; Coreopsistripterls,^Coreopsis pal-mata, N.; Antennarla dlolca, Gartner; Oiraium pumllum,8preng.;Hleraciumlonglpllum, T6rrj TroxlmQnoB»pldatum,Ph. (rare); Lobelia leptostachya, D. 0.; PUntago pusllla, NTPenstemon pubesceos. Sol.; Couobea multldda, Benth.t Dip-teraanthui clliosus, Nees.; Scutellaria parvula, Mx.; Phloxaristata, Mx.; Asclepiat meadU, Tow, (rare); Acerates vllMl-
u > ¦ll8l,Watantteni locophoea, N.; Flmbrystylls aqtnui-
.!' J" & ItotoJitylto caplllarh. Gray.'; Carex Rlchard-sonll, B. Br.; Stipa spartea, Trln-! Kosleria cristata, P»WJPanioum pauolflorom, Ell.; Sporobolus hetemiepie, Gray;Ariatlda ollgantha, Mx.; Lepturos panlculatus, X
In the sandy region east of the Illinois river in

Cass and Mason Counties, and in similar soil east
or west of the Mississippi river, some species ap
pear to be almost entirely ooufinej to it.

In this district of "ft sandy soil, are to r-
found the following interesting species ;

Trauvettarl»i"'n»», P. ft M.; PMqassia<arollp"°*> M*.|
Spina lob»*> Murr.; Sangulsorba canadehal' "i Bhexta
virglni'T' **• Dlodia *•"% walt  ̂PhylUnth-* o»n>llnetwUL
w .̂; Carex stellulata, Good, Lt Carex acô '1' 8onr-i K«ni>-etum iimosum, L.

In the dry sandy prairies o*"ni» region, I men-
tion the following:

Eryslmsum arkantanum, ' i.?il,™hoe Wangnlata, Orayj
Polygato polygama, Wa"Ur?'!Pln' *»t«rtut, K, 41
Sohranklauncluata/WvS 8b&ty»BH? Ba»o<l,«uU, •»»elm< Oenothera alb'ff "̂  

*¦ 
(Mo); Galiam pliorani AK

J
Chrysopis vlllosa-,JiH«"»nthus oocldenUlls, EWjISoreopl
sla toceota Ĵ ŷwa-mmpM scablotaM, t'Her.; Artern.
isia dresunj^̂ j -̂JM'̂  Artemisia caudati, Mx-ArtemisiaJ»P.h"J°'d«. •fe.Bnitlwrll HoiightonnTBorth,

jPlnoni, L. Oxybaphus nyotagtooii* EwTetTfinnrmriSi!

ed"7roSW.idtrff:ng ^̂ ^

I would be glad to see observations from otherBotanists on othfe parts of this State, mentionkithe rarer species of plants, or at least reporUnfsuch as have not before been known to inhabit theState of IUlnols. And I hope It will bYcX"
ued, until a full and complete Botanloal survey
be accomplished. g, B, M,in,

ATTOUSM, IUlnols.


